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Regular Meeting Board of Education 

Plattekill Elementary School 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 

Dr. Khoury, Ulster BOCES District Superintendent 

provided information relating to Ulster BOCES 

  

Plattekill Elementary School Students 

presented on the schools’ 75th Anniversary 

 

 

 

1. Public Comment – Agenda #1 

At 7:26 p.m. the floor was opened for public comment.  A parent addressed the Board regarding the number of 

half-days during the school year.  

 

2. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance – Agenda #2 

At 7:30 p.m. the meeting was called to order by Vice-President Tom Frisbie in the Plattekill Elementary All-Purpose 

Room. 
 

Members Present   Members Absent 

Mrs. Anderson     Mr. LoCicero 

Mrs. Crowley     Mr. Andrew Strobach [Student Board Member] 

Mr. Frisbie      

Mr. Missale 

Mr. O’Mara 

Mr. Palen 

Mr. Petroccelli 

Mr. Spencer 
   

Also present were Superintendent Castle, Assistant Superintendents Devincenzi and Herrington, and 

Administrators Adams, Albanese, Anderson, Brown, Hasbrouck, Pantaleone, Salamone and White. 

 

3. Approve Minutes – [10/19/17 Regular Board Meeting] – Agenda #3 

Mr. O’Mara moved the Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the minutes of the 

October 19, 2017, Regular Board of Education Meeting. 
 

Motion seconded by Mr. Palen and carried 8 - 0. 

 

4. Board Committee Reports – Agenda #4 

Audit:   

Mrs. Crowley reported that the Audit Committee has not met since the last Board meeting and is scheduled to meet on 

December 5, 2017, at 6:00 p.m., at District Office with internal auditors, Cooper Arias to discuss the results of the draft internal 

audit report. 
 

Budget:    

Mrs. Crowley reported that a budget calendar for the upcoming budget process was provided to the Board.  Additionally, the 

recommendation to approve the tax warrant is on the November 16th agenda.   Mr. Devincenzi provided a summary sheet of the 

taxes collected and noted there was a slight increase in the percent collected from last year.   
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Buildings & Grounds:  

Mr. Frisbie reported that the Buildings and Grounds Committee met on November 8, 2017; the committee discussed the status 

of Phase II of the Capital Project.  Work has begun extending the walkway and building a new set of stairs by the multi-purpose 

field.  Installation of the irrigation system for the new baseball field is scheduled to begin next week.  The door replacement at 

large venue areas in all buildings will begin during the winter recess.  Work on the bleachers is in progress including 

preparation work for the installation of the new press box, which will be completed in the Spring of 2018. 
 

CDEP:  

Mr. O’Mara reported that the CDEP Committee has not met since the last Board meeting.  The next meeting of the CDEP 

Committee will take place on February 7, 2018, at 9:00 a.m., in the High School Auditorium.   
 

Curriculum/TAG: 

Mrs. Anderson reported that the Curriculum/TAG Committee met on November 14, 2017.   Joseph Salamone, High School 

Principal, spoke about the Senior Capstone Experience.  The high school team has visited other districts to learn about different 

programs and is currently exploring several options.  Mrs. Herrington spoke about the prerequisites to the Mandarin course and 

the possibility of allowing students to take the course after Spanish II and III.  Janet Wood, Evening Program Supervisor, shared 

data regarding the evening program’s APEX format for the years 2013-2017.  Mr. Salamone offered some suggestions for 

providing additional options for students who require course credit, while still utilizing the APEX program.  The next 

committee meeting will take place on January 9, 2018, at 6:30 p.m. in the High School Library.   
 

Health & Safety: 

Mr. Missale reported that the Health & Safety Committee has not met since the last Board meeting.  On November 2, 2017, the 

District performed various emergency drills as part of the County-Wide Emergency Evacuation Drill.  The Building Safety 

Teams continue to meet on a monthly basis to review the emergency drills performed and discuss emergency procedures.  The 

next meeting is scheduled for January 11, 2018, at 3:45 p.m., in District Office. 
 

Legislative:  

Mr. Petroccelli reported that the Ulster County School Board Associations meeting will be on November 30, 2017, at 6:00 p.m., 

at the Ulster BOCES conference center.  He also reported that TRS issued an estimated range for the employer contribution 

rate that will be applied to 2018-2019 salaries.  The established range that was approved was 10.5% to 11.0%.  This in an 

increase from the 9.8% applied to the 2017-2018 salaries.  State Comptroller DiNapoli released a report that the State faces a 

“triple threat” of fiscal risks from the combination of “projected budget gaps, weaker than expected personal income tax 

collections and cuts to federal programs.”  This is a warning that the District may not see major increases in State Aid.  The 

last item that may impact the District budget for next year is the potential elimination of SALT (state and local tax exemptions) 

deductions as part of the federal government’s proposed tax reform bill.  Currently, SALT allows households to deduct state, 

local property and sales taxes from their federal bills.   
 

Policy:  

Mr. O’Mara reported that the Policy Committee has not met since the last Board meeting.  A recommendation to approve the 

second readings of four (4) policies are on the November 16th agenda. The next meeting is scheduled for December 5, 2017, at 

6:30 p.m., in District Office. 
 

Technology: 

Mr. Spencer reported that the Technology Committee met on November 13, 2017.  Mrs. Herrington reported that Mr. Salamone 

presented results of a teacher survey that he and his team put together to assess the readiness of our teachers to implement the 1:1 

initiative in 2018-2019.  The results will assist the high school team and the district in planning professional development 

opportunities for our teachers.  In addition, high school teachers are being provided with Chromebooks and professional 

development to help prepare them for the 2018-2019 school year when students will be entering their class with a Chromebook.  

Mr. Grafe provided the committee with information about our new website, which the District will be launching in late 

December.  The new site will have many accessibility features that will help people with disabilities access information on the site 

more easily.  The new site is designed to bring news and information in a more concise, consistent fashion to students, parents, and 

community members.  The next meeting of the Technology Committee will take place on January 22, 2018, at 3:30 p.m. in the High 

School Library.  
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Wellness: 

Mr. Spencer reported that the Wellness Committee not met since the last Board meeting.  The next meeting is scheduled for 

January 9, 2018, at 3:30 p.m., in the high school. 

 

Student Rep:  

Mr. Palen reported the following on behalf of Andrew Strobach: 
 

 On October 16th, the Powder Puff game took place and for the second year in a row the Class of 2018 took the victory. 

 On October 20th, CDEP student representatives, Jude Martini and Hailey Klosterman took a trip to Rondout High School 

and reviewed the WISE program as a possible Senior Capstone Experience. 

 On October 24th, NHS members selected specific food items to bring in for the breakfast that took place in the school library. 

 On November 2nd, the high school performed an extreme-weather safety drill during 9th period as part of the County-Wide 

Emergency Evacuation drill.  

 On November 2nd, the S.O.M.E. Variety Show took place, which gave students an opportunity to showcase their musical 

talents. 

 On November 8th and 9th, the Sophomore Class were provided information on how to buy their Senior Class Rings, which 

will arrive in the spring. 

 On November 9th, an assembly for 9th and 10th Graders called “One Choice Can Change Everything” was presented by two 

(2) pharmacists from CVS on the dangers of addiction to prescription medications. They showed a video of a survivor giving 

his first-hand experience of this issue. 

 On November 9th, the Spanish Honor Society Induction took place with 36 inductees. 

 On November 14th, Financial Aid Night took place where families received information on how to apply for financial aid. 

 Instant Admissions is currently taking place until November 17th.  A representative from several colleges have been visiting 

the school and meeting with students.  After an interview with the specific representatives, students will find out on the 

spot whether or not they’re accepted into the college. 

 On November 15th & 16th, Mrs. LaRocco’s Life Skills Class held a Thanksgiving Feast for administration and faculty.  

 The Fall sports season has concluded, and Winter sports has begun.  Scrimmages for all sports will begin next week.     

 

5. Consent Agenda 

 Mr. O’Mara moved items 5A through 5L and 6A through 6F be taken as consent agenda. 
 

 Motion seconded by Mr. Missale and carried 8 - 0. 

 

Accept Resignation – Non-Instructional – Agenda #5.A.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation of Tina Smith from the 

position of Part-Time [.92 FTE] Supervisory Teacher Aide, effective November 16, 2017, pending her appointment 

to the position of Part-Time [0.97 FTE] Supervisory Teacher Aide. 

 

Approve Appointments – Non-Instructional – Agenda #5.B.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointment of Donna Castellana to 

a 26-Week Probationary Part-Time [.97 FTE] Special Education Teacher Aide position, effective November 17, 2017, 

at a salary of $10.73 per hour (Step 3 of the CSEA Contract, 5.8 hours per day).  Ms. Castellana replaces Janine Daly, 

who was reassigned. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointment of Crocifissa Picca to a 

26-Week Probationary Part-Time [.75 FTE] Supervisory Teacher Aide position, effective November 17, 2017, at a 

salary of $10.73 per hour (Step 3 of the CSEA Contract, 4.5 hours per day).  Ms. Picca replaces Lisa Piaquadio, who 

was reassigned. 
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The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointment of Steve Rossi to the 

position of Clerk of the Works for Phase II of the Capital Improvement Project, at a salary of $40 per hour for hours 

worked beyond his normal workday and $60 per hour for hours worked on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, 

effective November 17, 2017. 

 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointment of Wendy Rudy-Jones 

to a 26-Week Probationary Part-Time [.97 FTE] Special Education Teacher Aide position, effective November 17, 2017, 

at a salary of $10.73 per hour (Step 3 of the CSEA Contract, 5.8 hours per day).  Ms. Rudy-Jones replaces Renee 

Aberasturi who was reassigned. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointment of Tina Smith to a 

Part-Time [.97 FTE] Supervisory Teacher Aide position, effective November 17, 2017, at a salary of $11.56 per hour 

(Step 6 of the CSEA Contract, 5.8 hours per day).  Ms. Smith replaces Meredith Matthews, who was reassigned. 

 

Accept Resignation – Instructional – Agenda #5.C.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation of Melanie Siano from the 

position of Permanent Per Diem Substitute Teacher position assigned to the Plattekill Elementary School, effective 

November 28, 2017.   

 

Approve Substitute Leave Replacement – Agenda #5.D.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointment of Melanie Siano to a 

Substitute Leave Childhood Education (1-6) Teacher position, assigned to the Plattekill Elementary School for the 

2017-2018 school year at a salary of $55,301 pro-rated (1NMA + 18 credits), effective November 29, 2017 through 

January 26, 2018.  Ms. Siano replaces Sara Wadsworth, who is on a leave of absence from the position of Elementary 

Education Teacher, effective November 29, 2017 through January 26, 2018. 

 

Approve Child Rearing Leave Extension – Agenda #5.E.  

 The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the request of Brittney Rossi to extend her 

Child Rearing Leave through June 22, 2018, instead of January 26, 2018, [previously approved at the July 25, 2017, 

Board of Education Meeting]. 

 

Approve Appointment – Co-Curricular – Agenda #5.F.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointment of the following 

individual to the Co-Curricular position for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

Jennifer Ippolito  Ostrander Television Studio Advisor $641 [pro-rated] 

 

Rescind Appointment – Coaching – Agenda #5.G.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and rescind the appointment (10/19/17 Board of 

Education Meeting) of Jennifer Gravelle, from the position of Unpaid Assistant Varsity Indoor Track Coach, for 

the Winter 2017-2018 school year season.  Ms. Gravelle submitted a letter of resignation dated November 5, 2017. 

 

Approve Appointments – Coaching – Agenda #5.H.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the following appointments for the 

2017-2018 school year: 

 

 HIGH SCHOOL WINTER SEASON: 

Jim Greenhall  Assistant Varsity Gymnastics Coach $3,697 pro-rated [concluding December 31, 2017] 

Jennifer Gravelle  Assistant Varsity Indoor Track Coach $3,697 

Ryan Kiernan  Assistant Varsity Indoor Track Coach Unpaid 
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HIGH SCHOOL SPRING SEASON: 

Jordan Taylor  Assistant Varsity Lacrosse Coach $3,097 

 

Approve Policies – Second Reading – Agenda #5.I.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the second reading of the following 

policies: 
 

1. Policy #7210 - Age of Entrance and Attendance 

2. Policy #7211 - Pupil Proof of Age  

3. Policy #7222 - Education of Homeless Children and Youth 

4. Policy #7240 - Released Time of Students 

 

Approve Substitutes Lists – Agenda #5.J.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the lists for individuals for teaching 

and non-teaching substitute positions. 

 

Approve Pre-School Special Education Placements – Agenda #5.K.  

The Board approve the placement of Pre-School Special Education students as recommended by the Committee 

on Special Education in its October minutes. 

 

Approve Special Education Placements – Agenda #5.L.   

The Board approve the placement of Special Education students as recommended by the Committee on Special 

Education in its October minutes. 

 

Approve Use of Facilities – Agenda #6.A.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the use of the Clare F. Ostrander 

Elementary School Small Gymnasium by MPB CYO Basketball as indicated below: 

 

Wednesday    November 1, 2017    5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the use of the Wallkill Senior High 

School Gymnasium by the Hudson Valley Alliance Volleyball Club [for Volleyball practice] as indicated below: 

 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays December 5, 2017 – April 26, 2018  6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the use of the Leptondale Elementary 

School Gymnasium by Wallkill Area Youth Soccer [for Indoor Soccer Practice] as indicated below: 

 

Mondays & Wednesdays   January 8, 2018 – April 4, 2018   6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Accept Treasurer’s Report – Agenda #6.B.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent that the Board of Education has reviewed and 

accepts the Treasurer's Reports as of October 31, 2017 and Revenues as of October 31, 2017. 

 

Approve Memorandum of Agreement – Wallkill Administrators’ Association – Agenda #6C.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the following resolution: 

 

Be it Resolved that the Board of Education of the Wallkill Central School District hereby approves the 

Memorandum of Agreement by and between the Wallkill Central School District, and the Wallkill Administrators’ 

Association, dated October 20, 2017, covering the period from July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2023. 
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Approve Resolution – Cooperative Bidding – Agenda #6.D.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the Cooperative Bidding Resolution 

with NY/Island Cooperative Bid (Purchasing Group) for the 2018-2019 school year.  This Resolution shall be 

attached to the minutes and on file with the District Clerk. 

 

Designation of Insurance – Chromebooks – Agenda #6.E.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and designate Worth Avenue Group as the Chromebook 

insurance company of the District for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

Approve School Tax Report – 2017-2018 – Agenda #6.F.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the School Tax Report for the 2017-2018 

school year. 

 

6. Accept Donation – Agenda #6G 

Mr. Palen moved the Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the donation of three (3) 

copies of the book “Las Villas of Plattekill and Ulster County” by local author Ismael “Ish” Martinez, Jr. (1968 WCSD 

Alumnus), at an approximate value of $154.00, for use within the Wallkill Central School District libraries.  

 

Motion seconded by Mrs. Anderson and carried 8 - 0. [With Thanks] 

 

7. Public Comment – Agenda #7 

The book for signing up to speak has been placed in the audience, and each participant will be allowed a maximum 

of three minutes.  At 7:53 p.m. the floor was opened for public comment.   

 

Mr. Green shared with the Board his memories as a student at Plattekill Elementary School during the 1940’s. 

 

8. Executive Session – Agenda #8 

At 8:00 p.m. Mr. Petroccelli moved the Board enter Executive Session to discuss negotiations and personnel. 

 

Motion seconded by Mr. O’Mara and carried 8 - 0. 

 

The Board reconvened at 9:19 p.m. 

 

9. Close Meeting – Agenda #9 

At 9:20 p.m. Mr. O’Mara moved to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 Motion seconded by Mr. Missale and carried 8 - 0. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kelli Corcoran 

District Clerk 

 


